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in honoring the service of Documented Origi-
nal Tuskegee Airman (DOTA) Walter K. Rob-
inson, Sr. Tomorrow, | will welcome Mr. Rob-
inson and his family to my office to celebrate
his extraordinary service.

Walter K. Robinson, Sr. was born in Balti-
more, Maryland in 1920, the second son of Dr.
John C. Robinson and Mrs. Clara Denning
Robinson. In 1941, while attending Howard
University in Washington, D.C., he volunteered
for the Army Air Corps. He was sent to Camp
Lee in Virginia, Keesler Field in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, and finally to Tuskegee Army Air
Base in Tuskegee, Alabama. He began train-
ing at Tuskegee Institute for Basic Ground
School, and after three months, continued in
Pre-Flight, Primary, Basic, and Advanced
Flight. During Primary Training, he had an ac-
cident in which he severed his Achilles tendon
and was hospitalized for a year, enduring six
operations and extensive physical therapy.
When he was eventually able to return to full
duty, he completed training, and while there,
World War Il ended. On November 8, 1945,
Mr. Robinson returned to civilian life, a few
years after marrying his high school sweet-
heart, Edmonia Bailey.

After his honorable discharge from the mili-
tary, Mr. Robinson and his wife moved to
Washington, D.C. in 1959. He worked for the
U.S. Postal Service and retired after 35 years
of service, rising through the ranks of the Post
Office as Clerk, Station Manager and the sec-
ond black Manager of Delivery and Collection
for D.C. The Robinsons had one son, Walter
K. Robinson, Jr. Sadly, Mr. Robinson’s be-
loved wife, Edmonia Bailey Robinson, passed
away in 2000, after 59 years of marriage.
Today, Mr. Robinson still lives in Washington,
D.C. and is a very active member of the East
Coast Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen
(ECCTAI, Inc.). Members of ECCTAI and the
Tuskegee Airmen were well-deserving of the
Congressional Gold Medal they collectively re-
ceived in March 2007. It is an honor to have
a Tuskegee Airman still living in the District,
and | very much look forward to meeting and
welcoming him and his family to my office to-
morrow.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in
honoring the service of Walter K. Robinson,
Sr. and the extraordinary service and sacrifice
also made by his brothers and sisters in World
War Il
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | honor my
constituents, Michael and Tabitha Marquardt,
on his upcoming retirement after more than 20
years of service with the United States Navy.

Michael’s tireless dedication to duty, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice touched the lives of
countless people and challenged all with
whom he worked to be the best. His numer-
ous commendations and awards, including the
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Navy
Good Conduct Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal and several others, are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

a testament to his courage, work ethic and
character. His enduring legacy of service to
our Nation truly is commendable.

Michael would be the first to admit, how-
ever, that his service at home and around the
world—to include the Persian Gulf and Mex-
ico—would have been impossible without the
sacrifice and service of his wife, Tabitha. Like
thousands of other military spouses, her
strength and perseverance played a critical
role in our Nation’s defense as she managed
the family’s affairs at home, which allowed Mi-
chael to focus on critical missions before him.
We owe an enormous debt of gratitude for the
service of our military families.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | commend and congratu-
late Michael and Tabitha Marquardt upon his
retirement and for their family’s service to the
United States of America.

HONORING MILITARY ENLISTEES

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
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Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor 67 high school seniors in
Florida’s 21st District who have decided to en-
list in the United States Armed Forces.

Of the 67 from my district, 25 have joined
the Army; their names are the following: Amon
King, Anne Kwarteng, Ola Selwyn-Dudoit, Ni-
cole Thornton, Alejandro Abrego, Jonathan
Abresch, Jordan Amoedo, Lashawndra Bryant,
Calvin Castro, Emilio Constante, Jordan
Edwards, Kamron Flar, Jameal Hutchinson,
Dexter Knowles, Jorge Lopez, Kamaal Mat-
thews, Skyler Podhurst, Widmania Registre,
Aaron Rodriguez, Andrea Santana, Sameh
Sedrak, Matthews Silva, Sabrina Silver,
Greggory Westpfahl, and Nicholas Whittington.

Twenty-seven have joined the Marines; their
names are the following: Abbey Teitelbaum,
Cherilyn Kranenberg, Kyran Russell, Erik
Bruce, Daniel Mass, Cesar Bermudez, Ray
Smith, Steele Holman, Ethan Brake, Climineda
Charles, Clayton Shellard, Jake Sollecito, Mi-
chael Mero, Kaudriel Valce, Bernardo Rodri-
guez-Tomas, Manuel Reyes, Joel Pena, Ray-
mond Findieson, Jaheym Hendrickson, Thai
Tran, Jeremiah Brown, Lazaro Figuero,
Kristiana Lombardi, Greson Ramos-Artiga, lan
Sorenson, Anthony Torres, and Jacob Smith-
Mullaly.

Two have joined the National Guard; their
names are the following: Shelby Cochrane
and Emilie Ortiz.

Eight have joined the Navy; their names are
the following: Jasmaine Oliver, Edwin Velaz-
quez, Maxwell Mulford, Benjamin Johnson Jr.,
Myles Jackson, Kenny Zamor, Richneider
Blaise, and Marjorie Galvez.

Five have joined the Air Force; their names
are the following: Dylan Delmastro, Anthony
Camposeco, Roland Kupoluyi, Eric Reid, and
Brian Blickle.

It is in thanks to the dedication of patriots
like these that we are able to meet here today,
in the United States House of Representa-
tives, and openly debate the best solutions to
the diverse issues that confront our country.
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On behalf of myself and all of my constituents
in Florida’s 21st District, we thank them for
their service, and wish them best of luck as
they pursue this challenging endeavor.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF

JEFFERSON COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE PRESIDENT CAROLE A.
McCOY

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable woman who has shown
strong dedication to serving New York’s 21st
District.

Carole McCoy first came to Watertown, New
York, in January 2007, when she was ap-
pointed as the fifth president of Jefferson
Community College. During her ten years of
service, Ms. McCoy has continually dem-
onstrated her commitment to the students of
the North Country. Under her leadership, the
college saw the construction of a Collaborative
Learning Center for the purpose of fostering
academic curiosity and encouraging coopera-
tion among students. Additionally, since 2007,
enrollment at Jefferson Community College
has increased by nearly 21 percent, seven
times the typical growth rate at community col-
leges across New York State.

Ms. McCoy also received the 2016 ATHENA
Award, which celebrates remarkable women
as valued members and leaders of the com-
munity. She was recognized for professional
excellence, providing valuable services to her
community, and for supporting women to real-
ize their potential.

In the 21st District of New York, we are
proud of Carole McCoy’s commitment to serv-
ice and academia, and we honor the legacy
she will leave at Jefferson Community Col-
lege.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll
call votes 222 and 223 Tuesday, April 25,
2017. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea on both.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
on Tuesday, April 25, 2017, | was not present
for roll call vote 223. If | had been present for
this vote, | would have voted: Yea on roll call
vote 223.
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